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Bringing Help and Hope




             FROM POTENTIAL VOLUNTEER DISASTER GROUPS
1) Will there be beds or mattresses where we stay?   YES! There will never be beds without mattresses, but may be mattresses without beds. (Bring your bedding/blankets/towels.)
2) What’s the weather? Well, check the weather channel or call us – snow in the winter – so bundle up… and summer – take it off –it’s hot.
3) Will we know our work assignment before we come? Most times you will not –as projects projected to be finished (the week before) may not get finished and the next group needs to continue or a project got done unexpectedly earlier because of aggressively working volunteers. For skilled builders coming, we try our best to match those skills to an appropriate re-build.
4) Can we cook all our own meals?  Yes and you can bring supplies or purchase them at nearby grocery stores. You also can choose to eat cold cereal/toast/juice/fruit for breakfast (which we provide) and sack lunches you can fix with sandwiches/chips/drink/snack (that we also provide).
There are great places to eat out if you chose to do that a time or two.
5) How much will this cost?  We recommend $10.00 per person per night. We use that to pay for all the expenses of the facilities we are using as well as to purchase any foods and products needed for housing /eating that are not donated. (YES, more donations would be wonderful!) Groups often do fundraising before coming and also may choose to help the homeowner with supplies during the week the group is helping on a home – your money, your choice. (This becomes more and more needed as funding becomes less available.)
6) How long are the days? Your choice, but usually from around 8-4.
7) Do we have to drive a long ways to the work site? Usually, no. Sometimes, yes. Be prepared to do so, then, if it’s a short distance you will be pleasantly surprised.
8) Can I bring 14 year olds? Yes, but that is the bottom age – and be sure parents sign all the forms for minors – so we are all set for a doctor visit if the (hopefully not) need arises. We really are in need now for skilled volunteers due to the present rebuilding phase we are in most places.
9) Is there still a need for volunteers?  YES - many, many homes need repairs and many homeowners are just not able to hire people to do that. Some have supplies purchased; others don’t and we are assisting with getting donations to be able to work on the homes. A shortage of construction supervisors is the other thing that might hold up being able to work on a home.
10) Where do we stay? In Nashville, we stay at St. Luke’s MERCY HOUSE – our partnership with the Episcopalians! It has 5 bedrooms , 16 bunk beds (sleeps 32), 3 bathrooms, washer and dryer, a well equipped kitchen for cooking and eating space inside and outdoors. Grills available also.
In other locations, churches are used with mattresses or bunk beds and large areas to meet, eat, and fellowship.
